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SUMMARY: THE MAJOR SURPRISE OF THE MARCH 10 ELECTION OUTCOME IS 

THAT THE FRANCOPHONE LINGUISTIC ALLIANCE (WALLONIAN RALLY AND BRUSSELS 

FRANCON GZNSLONT) NOT ONLY FAILED TO SCORE IMPORTANT GAINS BUT 
LOST 3 OF THEIR 24 SEATS IN PARLIAMENT AFTER HAVING SCORED SHARP 
GAINS IN THE ELECTIONS OF 1968 AND 1971. THE FLEMISH LINGUISTIC 
PARTY (VOLKSUNIE) GAINED ONLY ONE SEAT; THE COMMUNIST PARTY LOST 
ONE SEAT. THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS REMAIN THE LARGEST PARTY IN BELGIUM 
(WITH 71 SEATS COMPARED TO 67 IN THE PREVIOUS PARLIAMENT, FOLLOWED 
BY THE SOCIALISTS (60 SEATS NOW, 61 BEFORE). THE EMBASSY INTERPRETS 
THE OUTCOME AS DEMONSTRATING THAT THE BELGIAN ELECTORATE IS CONTENT 
TO SEE REGIONALIZATION IMPLEMENTED CONSERVATIVELY BY THE TRADITIONAL 
PARTIES, AND FINDS THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES BETTER PREPARED THAN THE 
LINGUISTIC PARTIES TO COPE WITH THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS. THE FLEMISH SOCIAL CHRISTIAN (CVP) LEADER LEO TINDEMANS 
IS THE LOGICAL FIRST CHOICE WHEN THE KING LOOKS FOR A CANDIDATE TO 
LEAD A NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ELECTION RESULTS. ELECTION RETURNS ARE STILL INCOMPLETE AS OF 
NOON MARCH 1 1. DISTRIBUTION OF PARLIAMENTARY SEATS REPORTED IN 
SUMMARY IS BASED ON PARTIAL RETURNS AND PROJECTIONS. THE FIGURES 
GIVEN ARE SUBJECT TO POSSIBLE REVISION OF A SEAT OR TWO. 

3. GENERAL. LINGUISTIC/FEDERALIST PARTIES HAVE SUFFERED LOSSES 

IN POPULAR VOTES IN ALL THREE REGIONS. THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS MADE 
GAINS IN ALL REGIONS. THE SOCIALISTS SUFFERED LOSSES IN FLANDERS 
AND BRUSSELS BUT MADE MODEST GAINS IN WALLONIA. LIBERALS GAINED IN 
FLANDERS, LOST GROUND IN WALLONIA, AND SUFFERED SELF-INFLICTED WOUNDS 
IN BRUSSELS REGION THROUGH FACTIONAL DIFFERENCES. THE LIBERALS WOULD 
HAVE 34 SEATS IF ALL FACTIONS UNITED, INCLUDING THE PLDP FACTION 
IN CARTEL WITH THE FDF IN BRUSSELS. 

4. SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY. THE PRINCIPAL WINNERS IN THE ELECTION 
WERE THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS WHO MADE GAINS IN ALL THREE REGIONS. 

OUTGOING VICE PREMIER LEO TINDEMANS IN ANTWERP, MINISTER FOR 
WALLONIAN REGIONAL AFFAIRS JEAN -PIERRE GRAFE IN LIEGE, AND DEFENSE 
MINISTER PAUL VANDEN BOEYNANTS ALL MADE STRONG PERSONAL SHOWINGS. 

5. SOCIALIST PARTY. THE SOCIALISTS LOST HEAVILY IN FLANDERS EXCEPT 
IN LIMBOURG PROVINCE WHERE ECONOMIC MINISTER WILLY CLAES LED THE 
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PARTY EFFORT. THE PSB ALSO LOST GROUND IN BRUSSELS, EVEN IN THE 
SOCIALIST STRONGHOLD OF ANDERLECHT. IN WALLONIA THE SOCIALISTS MADE 
SIGNIFICANT GAINS IN HAINAUT PROVINCE WHERE MINISTER OF LABOR ERNEST 
GLINNE AND FORMER STATE SECRETARY FOR HOUSING AND PLANNING ROBERT 
URBAIN PROVIDED YOUNG AND DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP. IN LIEGE PROVINCE.WHERE 

THE SOCIALIST LISTS WERE HEADED BY PRIME MINISTER EDMOND LEBURTON AND 
PARTY CO-PRESIDENT ANDRE COOLS, MODEST PSB GAINS WERE OVERSHADOWED 
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BY A PROPORTIONATELY GREATER IMPROVEMENT IN THE PSC STANDING. 
SOCIALIST 

GAINS IN THE WALT .ONI AN IRON AND COAL REGIONS WERE PROBABLY AT THE 
EXPENSE OF THE MILITANT FRANCOPHONE WALLONIAN RALLY, AND TO A LIMITED 
EXTENT, THE COMMUNISTS. 

6. LIBERAL PARTY. THE LIBERALS LOST GROUND IN WALLONIA, WHERE 
LEFTIST SENTIMENT IS TRADITIONALLY STRONG. THEY IMPROVED THEIR 
STANDING IN FLANDERS, WHERE THEIR LISTS WERE HEADED BY POPULAR 
YOUNG LEADERS LIKE VICE PRIME MINISTER DE CLERCQ AND CHAMBER WHIP 
AND PARTY VICE PRESIDENT HERMAN DECROO. IN BRUSSELS THE TRADITIONAL 
LIBERALS APPEAR TO HAVE MADE A SMALL COME-BACK FROM THEIR 1971 
DRUBBING, BUT WITH SOME LIBERALS JOINING A CARTEL WITH THE FRANCO- 
PHONE FRONT, THE LIBERAL MOVEMENT HAS SUFFERED FROM FACTIONALISM. 

7. LINGUISTIC PARTIES. IN THE BRUSSELS REGION, THE FRANCOPHONE 

FRONT RAN WELL BELOW EXPECTATIONS AND JOINED THE FLEMISH SOCIALISTS 
IN THE CATEGORY OF BIGGEST LOSER IN THE ELECTIONS. THE WALLONIAN 
RALLY NEARLY BALANCED LOSSED IN HAINAUT AND NAMUR PROVINCES WITH 
GAINS IN THE PROVINCES OF LIEGE AND LUXEMBOURG, LOSING ONE SEAT. 

8. PERSONALITY AND STYLE. TRADITIONALLY, THE PERSONALITY OF 
CANDIDATES HAS BEEN CONSIDERED LESS IMPORTANT UNDER THE BELGIAN 
SYSTEM OF PARTY LISTS THAN UNDER OTHER SYSTEMS OF PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS. IN RECENT YEARS, HOWEVER PERSONALITIES HAVE BECOME 
INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT IN BELGIAN ELECTIONS AND THE LATEST ELECTION 
CONFIRMS THE TREND. THE LOSER PARTIES— THE FLEMISH SOCIALISTS AND 
THE BRUSSELS FRANCOPHONE FRONT- WERE NOTABLY LACKING IN YOUNGER 
PERSONALITIES. AMONG LEADERS OF THE WALLONIAN RALLY FRANCOIS PERIN 
STOOD OUT AS CLEVER AND EVEN ENGAGING, BUT WITHOUT MUCH CREDIBILITY 
AS A GOVERNMENT LEADER. IN BRUSSELS.THE FDF PRESINDENT ANDRE 
LAGASSE SEEMED COLD AND REMOTE. THE FDF LIST WAS GRACED BY THE 
PRESENCE OF PAUL HENRI SPAAK’S DAUGHTER ANTOINETTE. SHE OFFERED 
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CHARM AND GENTILITY BUT ONLY LIMITED CREDIBILITY. THE FDF SEEMED 

UNPLEASANTLY 
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